
The Institute on American Politics and Political Thought will provide a multinational group of 18 

experienced foreign university faculty and practitioners insight into how intellectual and political 
movements have influenced modern American political institutions and a deeper understanding of 
major currents in U.S. political thought from the colonial period to the present.  Drawing upon the 

American Political Development approach, the Institute will provide a full and diverse understanding of 
U.S. political thought and its connection to U.S. politics, public policy, and institutions by linking 
contemporary issues with historical and social debates.  The Institute will explore particular themes 
including self-rule and limited government, liberty and freedom, individualism and identity, equality 
and inequality, and the American Dream.  The Institute will conclude with an integrated two-week 
study tour to New York City; Philadelphia and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia; Charlottesville, Virginia; and Washington, D.C.  Pending final ECA grant approval, the 

University of Massachusetts, Donahue Institute in Amherst, MA will host this Institute. 
 


